
Permitting and CEQA Project CoordinationGrant Funding

The California Department of Fish andWildlife’s Cutting the GreenTape 
(CGT) program is a statewide effort to increase the pace, scale, and quality of
habitat restoration by creating and implementing new environmental
permitting and grant funding tools.

CUTTING
THE GREEN TAPE

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape


Restoration Consistency  
Determination (CD)

Statutory Exemption for  
Restoration Projects (SERP)

Restoration Management  
Permit (RMP)

Restoration Permitting and CEQA Tools

CUTTING
THE GREEN TAPE

Habitat Restoration and 
Enhancement Act (HREA)*

The RMP combines up to 
five CDFW authorizations 
into a unified permit.

Restoration CDs are fast, free, 
and provide take coverage 
for species that are both 
state and federally listed.

HREA includes a CEQA 
exemption, LSA Agreement, 
and CESA authorization for 
small restoration projects.

SERP can save substantial 

money and time for 
qualifying projects needing 
CEQA coverage.



If You’re Doing a Project…You Gotta Get CEQA

• Traditional CEQA 
– project-specific

• Programmatic 
CEQA 

• Categorical 
exemptions

• Statutory 
Exemption for 
Restoration 
Projects (SERP)



• A complete CEQA statutory exemption 
for qualifying projects.

• Passed in late 2021, renewed and 
extended through 2029. 

• Process: CEQA lead agency and CDFW.

• Our goal is <60 days processing time.

• SERP has more process than other 
CEQA exemptions, but it is manageable. 

What’s Up With SERP?
(Statutory Exemption for Restoration Projects)



1. Must exclusively be a project to benefit 
habitat and/or wildlife. 

2. However, a project with incidental public 
benefits may also qualify.

3. Project provides long-term net benefits to 
climate resiliency, biodiversity, and 
sensitive species recovery.

4. Project includes environmental protection 
measures and ongoing management.

5. All “construction” is solely for restoration.

How Does a Project Qualify for SERP?



1. Contact regional CDFW staff or 
restorationpermitting@wildlife.ca.gov to 
discuss the project with CDFW

2. Prepare written Lead Agency SERP 
Determinations and share them with 
CDFW

3. Receive CDFW Director’s Concurrence

4. Lead Agency may approve the project

5. File mandatory Notice of Exemption via 
CEQA Submit within 48 hours

What Does the SERP Lead Agency Process Look Like?
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1. Explore the resources on CDFW’s SERP 
website and CGT Story Map.

2. Examine real-life examples of successful 
SERP projects.

3. Please engage respectfully with Tribes, 
affected public agencies, and interested 
persons regarding the project.

4. Provide an informal draft to CDFW 
before making an official SERP request. 

Tips and Tricks for SERP Lead Agencies
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Now, we shall move On To…
 PERMITTING!!



The Restoration Management Permit Act of 2024 (AB 1581) Section 1670 et. seq

• The RMP Act created a new chapter in Fish and Game 
Code, effective January 1, 2025

• Up to five types of CDFW authorizations in one RMP 
permit (Covered Species and Covered Waterbodies):
• Take of CESA listed or candidate species

• Take of Fully Protected Species

• Take of “Rare” plants - Native Plant Protection Act

• Take of species otherwise protected - e.g., section 2000

• Substantial alterations to rivers, streams, or lakes

• Coordinated with other efficient restoration permits 
(NOAA & USFWS Programmatic Biological Opinions, Water 
Boards Statewide Restoration General Order)



RMP Eligibility Criteria (Section 1671) “Qualifying Restoration Project”

Qualifying Restoration Project

✓A "management” and/or “propagation” 
project as defined

✓The primary project purpose is restoration 

✓The project results in a “substantial net 
benefit” above baseline conditions

*a substantial net benefit 
assists, either directly or 
indirectly, in recovery



More on RMP Eligibility

• A Qualifying Restoration Project can originate in 
several ways:
• A grant-funded restoration project carried out by an 

NGO or Tribe
• A public agency’s restoration project
• A private party’s restoration project
• A restoration project serving as mitigation
• A restoration project required to remediate a violation

• A restoration project with secondary or incidental 
benefits may qualify

• No disqualified project types

• RMPs for restoration programs are possible

• No upper size limits for qualifying restoration 
projects – GO BIG!



Rollout/Pilot RMP Process

• Early RMP consultation is initiated in CDFW Regions with 
CGT HQ assistance

• Goal: RMP compatibility with other permits

• Application items are found in section 1673(b)

• Email applications; currently no fee 

• RMP conditions - reasonable avoidance and minimization 
measures, generally no mitigation 

• RMPs are approved in CDFW Regions

• RMP processing time goal: no more than 120 days; we 
hope to shorten this over time

• CEQA compliance is needed







Thank you from the CGT HQ Team!

For General Program Inquiries:

restorationpermitting@wildlife.ca.gov

CGT Program Staff: 

Brad Henderson, Program Manager

Brad.Henderson@wildlife.ca.gov 

Jen Olson, Restoration Permitting 
Coordinator         

Jennifer.Olson@wildlife.ca.gov 

Cory Saltsman, SERP Coordinator

Cory.Saltsman@wildlife.ca.gov 

Camille Agnew, Program Analyst

Camille.Agnew@wildlife.ca.gov
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